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Title IV, Part A School Safety State 
Initiative

Disclaimer: The information contained in this document is for general 
information purposes only. You should not rely solely on this information. 
The contents of this document are subject to change as a result of further 
potential information and guidance provided by federal and state agencies 
with regulatory oversight of these programs. Therefore, this document does 
not constitute legal advice, and entities are advised to seek legal counsel 
regarding the information and guidance provided in this document before 
acting on such information and guidance.
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John P. Scott | TEA 
Chief of School Safety and Security

Safe Schools
Shane Sexton | TEA

Supportive Schools
Hank Weikert, Julie Wayman, 

Rohanna Sykes | TEA

Governor
TEA Commissioner

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-new-chief-of-school-safety-and-security


School Safety 
Committees 
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TEC 37.115 and TASB Policy FFB 

● All school districts/charters required to establish a 
SSSP Team

● Superintendent shall ensure, to the greatest extent 
practicable, members appointed to each team have 
expertise in required areas

● A team may serve > 1 campus, provided that each 
campus is assigned a team

SB 11 (86th) Safe and Supportive Schools
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.115


SB 11 (86th) Safe and 
Supportive Schools
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Team Members
Superintendent shall 
ensure, to the greatest 
extent practicable, that 
members appointed to 
each team have expertise 
in…

● Cou n se lin g

● Be h a vior  m a n a ge m e n t

● Me n ta l h e a lth  a n d  
su bsta n ce  u se

● Cla ssroom  in st ru ct ion

● Spe cia l e du ca t ion

● Sch ool a dm in ist ra t ion

● Sch ool sa fe ty a n d  se cu rity

● Em e rge n cy m a n a ge m e n t , 
a n d

● La w e n force m e n t



SB 11 (86th) Safe and 
Supportive Schools

15

The Policies and 
Procedures adopted for 
the SSSP Team must…

● Be consistent with the model 
policies and procedures developed 
by the Texas School Safety Center 
(TxSSC);

● Require each team to complete 
training provided by TxSSC or ESC 
in Behavioral Threat Assessment, 
and

● Require each team to report the 
information required under 
Subsection (k) regarding the 
team's activities to TEA.



SB 11 (86th) Safe and 
Supportive Schools
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The Policies and 
Procedures adopted for 
the SSSP Team must…

● Conduct threat assessments and 
determine level of risk and 
appropriate intervention including  

a. Referring a student for mental 
health assessment or 

b. Implementing an escalation 
procedure in accordance with 
district policy

● Provide guidance to students and all 
staff on recognizing behavior that 
may pose a threat and how to 
report it to the Team

● Support the implementation of the 
EOP



What constitutes a 
BEHAVIORAL THREAT ASSESSMENT?

STUDENT 
ON 

STUDENT 
HARM

● Ve rba l Th re a t s
● Th re a t s  o f se lf 

h a rm
● Bu llyin g
● Cybe rbu llyin g
● Figh t in g
● Use  of we a pon
● Se xu a l Assa u lt
● Se xu a l Ha ra ssm e n t
● Da t in g Vio le n ce
● Sta lkin g
● Assa u lt

Th a t  cou ld  re su lt  in :
● spe cific in te rve n t ion s 

in clu d in g m e n ta l 
h e a lth  or  be h a viora l 
su pport s;

● Discip lin e  th a t  cou ld  
in clu de  a  ch a n ge  of 
p la ce m e n t .  



SB 11 (86th) Safe and 
Supportive Schools
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1. Team(s) membership and training 
status

2. Number of Threats

3. Number of assessments that led to 
discipline, law enforcement 
involvement, and referral to 
counseling/mental health

4. Number and percent of school 
district staff trained in suicide 
prevention or grief/trauma informed 
practices, mental health or 
psychological first aid for schools 

Reporting 
Requirements 

for EACH CAMPUS 
the team serves…



SSSP Data Collection | June, 2023

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/safe-and-supportive-schools
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/sssp-data-collection-questions-for-2022-2023-school-year.pdf


SSSP Resources  

Images are linkable

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/safe-and-supportive-schools
https://sites.google.com/esc14.net/districtsafetyteams/home/safe-supportive-school-program
https://txssc.txstate.edu/tools/tam-toolkit/
https://txssc.txstate.edu/events/sbta-trainings/
https://www.tasb.org/services/legal-services/tasb-school-law-esource/business/documents/operationalizing-sch-bta.pdf




TEC 37.109 and TASB Policy CK, CKC, & CKD 

Each district shall establish a school safety and security 
committee.

● The committee, to the greatest extent practicable, 
must include the required representatives.

● Except as otherwise provided for year-round 
schools, the committee shall meet at 1 X per 
academic semester and at least 1 X during summer 
= Total 3 X.

HB 1831 (82nd) and SB 11 (86th) 
Safety and Security Committee
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.109


HB 1831 (82nd) and SB 11 (86th)
Safety and Security Committee 

Team Members

to the greatest extent 
practicable, must 
include:

● Emergency management 
● Local police or sheriff
● District's police department
● School Board President
● A member of the board other 

than the president
● Superintendent
● Designees of the superintendent, 

one classroom teacher in the 
district

● 2 parents or guardians of students
● Member of the open-enrollment 

charter school's governing body or 
a designee of the governing body, 
if applicable
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Responsibilities 

● Participate in developing and 
implementing emergency plans 
consistent with the district multi-
hazard EOP to ensure that the 
plans reflect specific campus, 
facility, or support services needs

● Provide recommendations to the 
board and administrators regarding 
updating the district multi-hazard 
EOP (at least every 12 months)

● Consult with local law enforcement 
agencies on methods to increase 
law enforcement presence near 
district campuses.

HB 1831 (82nd) and SB 11 (86th)
Safety and Security Committee 
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Reporting 
Requirements 

● Provide the district with any 
information required in connection 
with a safety and security audit, an 
audit report, or another report 
required to be submitted to TxSSC

● Review each report required by 
TxSSC to ensure the report 
contains accurate and complete 
information regarding each 
campus, facility, or support service; 
and
● Emergency Operations Plan 

(EOP)
● District Audit Report (DAR),
● and other reports to be 

submitted to TxSSC. 

HB 1831 (82nd) and SB 11 (86th)
Safety and Security Committee 
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Meetings 

● Meeting schedule:

○ 1 x each semester
○ 1 x summer
○ Except as otherwise 

provided for year-round 
schools

● Subject to the Open Meetings 
Act (Government Code Chapter 551), and 
may meet in executive session as 
provided by that chapter. 

● Notice of meeting must be 
posted in the same manner as 
notice of a board meeting.

HB 1831 (82nd) and SB 11 (86th)
Safety and Security Committee 



Safety and Security Committee 
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9 Areas Subject to Disclosure 
(6)  verify the district has established a 
plan for responding to a train derailment if 
required;

(7)  verify the district has completed a 
safety and security audit (completion date, 
auditor, date findings were reported to 
school board). 

(8)  verify the EOP was reviewed by board 
and recommendations were addressed 
within the last 12 months; and

(9) verify the district has established a 
visitor policy and identify the provisions 
governing access to a district building or 
other district property.

(1)  verify the district has coordinated the EOP 
plans with emergency responders and other 
emergency agencies. 

(2)  verify the district's plan was reviewed 
within the last 12 months and determine the 
specific review dates;

(3)  verify the plan addresses the five phases of 
emergency management;

(4)  verify district employees have been 
trained to respond to an emergency;

5)  verify each campus in the district has 
conducted mandatory emergency drills and 
exercises;



Safety & Security Committee 
Reporting | Data Collection
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/safe-and-supportive-schools/school-safety-resources


Safety & Security Committee 
Resources 
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/safe-and-supportive-schools/school-safety-resources
https://sites.google.com/esc14.net/districtsafetyteams/home/school-safety-security-committee
https://www.tasb.org/services/legal-services/tasb-school-law-esource/business/documents/school-safety-and-security-committees.aspx




TEC 28.002, 28.004, and TASB Policy BDF, EHAA, EFA 

● School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is established by the 
board of trustees. 

● The SHAC, ensuring that local community values are 
reflected, provides guidance to the district on coordinated 
school health programming and its impact on student health 
and learning. 

SB 42 (79th) and HB 1525, 3607 and SB 9 (87th) 

School Health Advisory Council

31



SHAC Member Requirements

32

Board of trustees appoint at least

● 5 members to the local SHAC.
Majority of members must consist 
of parents of enrolled students 
and who are not also district 
employees. 

● 1 of the parent members must 
serve as chair or co-chair of the 
council.

● Board of trustees may also 
appoint 1 or > persons from each 
of the following groups or a 
representative from a group not 
listed on the right:

● District classroom teachers
● District certified school counselors 
● District school administrators
● District students 
● Health care professionals licensed 

or certified to practice in this state, 
including medical or mental health 
professionals 

● The business community 
● Law enforcement 
● Senior citizens 
● The clergy 
● Nonprofit health organizations 
● Local domestic violence programs
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● Hours of instruction provided in K-8 
health education and 9-12 (if district 
requires health for high school grad.)

● Policies, procedures, strategies, and 
curriculum for specific grade levels to 
prevent physical health concerns 
(Obesity, Cardiovascular disease, 
Type 2 diabetes)

● Mental health concerns, including 
suicide, through coordination of health 
education (must address physical and 
mental health to ensure the integration 
of physical and mental health 
education)

SHAC Responsibilities

● Physical education and physical activity
● Nutrition services 
● Parental involvement 
● instruction on substance abuse 

prevention
● school health services including mental 

health services 
● Comprehensive school counseling 

program 
● Safe and healthy school environment
● School employee wellness

● Appropriate grade levels and methods 
of instruction for human sexuality 
instruction (reproduction) 

Make policy recommendations to the board on a wide 
variety of issues regarding student health in district 
programming and curriculum including: 
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● Joint use agreements/strategies for 
collaboration between the school district 
and community organizations or 
agencies, if feasible 

● Increase parental awareness regarding

○ risky behaviors and early warning 
signs of suicide risks 

○ behavioral health concerns  
○ mental health disorders and
○ substance use disorders
○ community programs and services 

addressing risky behaviors, suicide 
risks, and behavioral health 
concerns

SHAC Responsibilities Make policy recommendations to the board on a wide 
variety of issues regarding student health in district 
programming and curriculum including: 

● Appropriate grade levels and curriculum 
for opioid addiction and abuse, methods 
for administering an opioid antagonist, 
(defined by Health and Safety Code 
§483.101)

● Appropriate grade levels and curriculum 
for instruction regarding
○ child abuse
○ family violence 
○ dating violence, and 
○ sex trafficking (incl. warning signs)

● SHAC recommendations do not conflict 
with TEKS

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.483.htm#483.101


Student Curriculum Requirements

(EHAA Legal) 

Ch ild  Abu se , Hu m a n  Tra ffickin g, 
Fa m ily Viole n ce , Da t in g Viole n ce , 
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● Post meeting notice in each campus 
office 72 hours before meeting 

● Meeting posted on district website 
at least 72 hours before meeting 

● Prepare and maintain minutes 

● Make an audio or video recording 
of meeting  

● Submit minutes and audio or video 
recording of meeting to district no 
later than 10th day after meeting

Meeting Requirements

4 x per year

*School Board can call a special 
meeting to review and make 
recommendations to curriculum 
concerning

human sexuality instruction and for 
instruction on child abuse, family 
violence, dating violence, and sex 
trafficking

SB 42 (79th) and HB 1525, 3607 and SB 9 (87th)
School Health Advisory Council



Example - SHAC 
Meeting posted 
on a District 
Website…



SHAC 
Resources 

38

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/schoolhealth/shac.aspx
https://www.tasb.org/services/legal-services/tasb-school-law-esource/students/documents/faq-on-shac-and-adoption-inst-materials.aspx
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/health-and-physical-education/health-education
https://sites.google.com/esc14.net/districtsafetyteams/home/shac




Bullying: Law, Standards, and Policy

District adopts TASB 
Legal Policy

Local Policy supports 
Legal Policy by outlining 
procedures

1

TEA creates Standardsto 
support the Law 2

Updated Bully Law 
created/passed 87th 
Legislature

3



TEC 37.0832 and TASB Policy FFF, FFI, FDB, DP, CQA, FO, FOD, FOC, EHAA
Must establish a district-wide policy, in accordance with minimum standards adopted by TEA 
to assist in prevention and mediation of bullying.

HB 1942 (82nd) and SB2050 (87th) 
Bully Prevention and Committee 

41

Disciplinary provisions:
○ Prohibit discipline of

student found to be a
target of bullying who used
reasonable self-defense

○ Requires discipline of a
student with disabilities to
comply with applicable
federal requirements|IDEA

Procedures to Establish:
○ Action: Reporting (including anonymous

reporting), investigating, and determining
bullying occurred

○ Notice: Providing to parent/guardian of
alleged victim + bully.

○ Response(s): Mandate prohibiting
retaliation + set out available counseling
options for a student who is a target of,
engages in, or witnesses bullying

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/ed/htm/ed.37.htm#37.0832


HB 1942 (82nd) and SB2050 (87th)
Bully Prevention + Committee 

42

TEA shall adopt minimum 
standards for a school district's 
policy. The standards must:

● require each district campus
to establish a committee to
address bullying by focusing
on prevention efforts and
health and wellness
initiatives

In development
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● Collect information annually through
student surveys on bullying/ 
cyberbullying; and

● Use survey results to develop action
plans to address bullying/cyberbullying;
and

● Develop a rubric or checklist to assess
an incident of bullying and to determine
the district's response to the incident.

HB 1942 (82nd) and SB2050 (87th)
Bully Prevention + Committee 

● Emphasize school climate and building
healthy relationships between students
and staff

● Require students at each grade level to
receive instruction on building
relationships and preventing bullying,
including cyberbullying

● Increasing student reporting of bullying
incidents to school employees by
emphasising awareness about district
reporting procedures including anonymous
reporting procedures.

In Development

The standards must: Districts required to:
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If a section does 
not receive at least 
one check, the 
action is not 
technically 
considered bullying 
according to 
current Texas Law 

Develop a 
rubric/checklist to:
● assess an incident

of bullying and

● determine the
district's response
to the incident

HB 1942 (82nd) and SB2050 (87th)
Bully Prevention + Committee 

In development

https://txssc.txstate.edu/videos/bullying-and-the-law/#checklist


Reporting

Discretionary DAEP Placement

Discretionary DAEP Placement or Discretionary Expulsion 
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Reporting
Summer Submission June 16, 2022
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Bully Prevention Resources

47

https://sites.google.com/esc14.net/titleivstateinitiative/mental-health-and-safety-home/bully-prevention?authuser=0
https://www.tasb.org/services/legal-services/tasb-school-law-esource/students/documents/bullying-cyberbullying-and-hazing.pdf
https://txssc.txstate.edu/videos/bullying-and-the-law/#checklist
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/coordinated-school-health/coordinated-school-health-bullying-and-cyberbullying
https://www.davidslegacy.org/


School Safety 
for 2022 -23 
School Year

03
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Additional Reporting
Option

49

iwatchtx.org



Local School Districts

The K-12 School Safety Eco-System: Key Components 

HHSC 

TEA  

Colleges & 
Universities

Non-
Profits & 
Service 

Providers

ESCs  Law 
Enforcement  

Local 
Mental 
Health 

Authorities 
(LMHA) 

TCOLE

ALERRT

TX Child 
Mental 

Health Care 
Consortium

Higher Ed 
Coordinating 

Board

Texas 
School 
Safety 
Center

SBEC
SBOE
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Title IV, Part A 
State Initiative 
Resources
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Title IV, Part A 
School Safety and 
Mental Health State 
Initiative 
Web Page Safety Teams

Finding Safety/Mental Health 
State Requirements… 

53

District Resources

https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si_District_LEAs


Title IVA Safety and Mental Health State 
Initiative Web Page

Find State Requirements

54

https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si


Title IV, Part A 
School Safety and 
Mental Health State 
Initiative 
Web Page

Mental Health and 
Safety

Finding Safety/Mental Health 
State Requirements… 

55

District Resources

https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si
https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si


Title IVA Safety and Mental 
Health State Initiative Web 
Page

State Requirements

56

https://www.esc14.net/page/t4si


Title IV, Part A
School Safety State Initiative

Thank you

Evaluation 
https://forms.gle/Qr46ZtD2CpsqTt6W6

https://forms.gle/Qr46ZtD2CpsqTt6W6
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